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José Rodrigues (da Fonte) is the
nickname of José Alberto Nogueira
Rodrigues.
Painter, sculptor, cartoonist, he has
graduated in Arts and Design by IPB,
the polytechnic institute in Bragança.
He authored “A vida e a obra do Abade
de Baçal em banda desenhada”, a 132
page book, all in cartoon format, about
the life and works of Abade de Baçal
(1865-1945) (the abbot of Baçal, a
village close to Bragança), who was
a major character of the cultural and
social life of Bragança and Tras os
Montes. The main museum in Bragança now has his name and includes
most of the fabulous collections that the
abbot amassed during his life.
José da Fonte now has a new story
in cartoon format (six boards), called
“Saudade” (that mythical portuguese
word without translation ...). This is a
story based on his personal memories
as frequent traveller of the Tua railway
between Bragança and Foz Tua.
Towards the end of the 80s, he was in
the army, in the special forces based
in Lamego (close to Regua). Every
weekend, he and his group of friends
(soldiers) travelled a six or more hour
journey from Regua to Foz Tua (along
the Douro railroad), then from Foz Tua
to Mirandela, and then to Bragança
(along Tua railroad). And then back
again. He left the army a few months
before the closing of the Bragança to
Mirandela section of Tua railroad.
“Saudade” was prepared for the second International Conference in Foz
Tua, 5-6-7 October 2012, and it will be
released during the Conference, both in
Portuguese and English versions.
E.B.

The FOZTUA project
FOZTUA Project is a joint interdisciplinary
project sponsored by EDP, in order to
study, preserve and disseminate the
memory of Tua Valley and Tua railroad.
This project intends to challenge the
academic community to study the centurylong history of the Tua railways and the
development of a peripheral region (Tua
Valley in Trás os Montes) in a peripheral
country (Portugal, 19th century), to
publicize the memory and the “stories” of
the line, and to discuss its impact in the
region.
The project intends to bring together
scholars of various aspects of railroad
history in order to share their research
on other railroad projects, considering
their decision-making processes, the
management of labor, technical difficulties
to overcome, and the economic and social
impact of the lines.
Coordinators:
Anne Mccants
Eduardo Beira
José M. Lopes Cordeiro
Paulo B. Lourenço
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