The bar chart

The bar chart supplies a means of comparing several items which are common to a number of subjects. Here, the different products of the company are being compared in terms of the number of each which has been sold in the month of August. Note the need for a key to explain the shaded items. Sometimes bars in such charts are 'stacked' to include several items within each bar.
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The 'exploded' pie chart

Pie charts are made up of a set of data which goes to form a known total. Here, the known total is 13% or £62,5 m for Comfort; 23% or 115 m for Melia; and £322,5 m has been identified as the market taken by other manufacturers. The technique of showing the wedge of pie in 'exploded' form helps to emphasise it.
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